IF I WERE Y0®

Yor at least four yeers the mewbers of the clasgs of 1952 have looked forward to this
happy oceasion with great anticipstion. HNow that this goel has been resched, it is my
delightful privilese to commernd the parents, to complement the faculty, and to congrato-
late the gredusztes {or the degres of proficiency which they hawe attiained,

For you, commencenmert hes been a goals now, it is & starting point. The oprortmmities
and the responsibility of these Tour years zre gone, and you are just at the beginving
of your journey. You bave resched this gosl by the srace of Ged, some work on yvouy
part, the generosity of the faeuliy, and the ssorifices of your parents. They have sacri-
ficed for you in order that yvou wight be where you are tonickt. I hope that you will
appreciate the sscrifices which they have made for youn, Your parerts and vour teachers
have worked for wou, belleved in you, counted on you, =snd sre expecting you to meke
goods I hore that you will live viciteriously, and have your lives te count for that
which iz noblest and best, for thelir sakes, mh@y'b?ve a right to erpect you to make
g&aé, They will rejcice with you in case you do, If yem f2ii, they will be sadly

issonointed, grestly humiliiated, snd sorely grieved, tie@s ezch of you expects fo
Le a happy, &ﬁefn}, apd g&ccessf&l citizen.

I offer you my mest cordial felicitations upon vour gradustion, which certainly marks a
distinet epech in your lives, “Ath a sincers desire to help you towerd living & welle
rounded, full, snd complete life, I ceme to bring tris message., T shell not make any
attempt to entertain, te give a scholerly ewposition of & text, to rell the thunders ef
eloovence, to dert the coruscstions of genius, to seatter the flowers of poetyry, to
defuse the licht of sclence, or to enforce the precepts of worality, Imsterd, zs &
Tellov—s tudemu, I hove to bring a sirmple and helpful messsge bazsed on study, cbservation,

'cnd experience, To that end, I shall speak on some things vhich I would do, TF I WERE
T0U,

If I were you, I would: ==
I. Heve s Guiding Purpose.

Many are living aimless lives. But any life without a guiding purnose is doomed to
z fsilure. Purpose determines suvccess and viciory in arny depertment of lsbor, £
guiding purpose will economize time and energy. Tremendous inspirastion, vower, snd
covrage arée derived from the guiding vurpese in 1ife, Your purvose in Ilife should
be to live ILife at its fulissts to be the best, to get the best and to do the best

poseitle.,
IT. Continue My Fducation.

Bducation will widen your vision, teach you io think aleng independent lines, bring
you in touch with great perseonalitiss, broaden your sympathies, furnish you with
higher ideals, enable you to do more and belter work, and mske vou more useful.
Education is noc longer a luxury, but it is a necessity. Patient preparation will
mean permanent power. You csn gebt it as you went it. People admire gn iron
determinztion, and will always help you the way you are going: if you are going up,
they will give you a boost; if you ere going down, they will give you a kick. Take
advantage of every opportunity te lesrm more,

III, Have a Governing Principle.

This prineciple in every life should be to live within the cirele of God's will,
His will is the biggest and best thing for suny life. The greatest discovery that
you will ever mske is that of the will of Uod, for your 1ife. Iife should be
gimply 2 cuestion of the will of God--discovering 1t and doing it.
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Ne matter who one may be, he cep newr build & haroy, useful, and successful life
without Ged. This world can never satisfy. One recalls Napoleon's efforts to
cross the desert with his troops on a grest expedition. The hot sum was fairly
consuming them 25 they cried out in their zgomy for wster. In their overvhelming

~ thiret, they looked zbead =nd cried, "lo, yonder is =z lakel" They ruched to what

they thought wes a lske, only to be disavveinted. It wae only a mirage in the
cesert, lLife vithout God is like that, a mirsze in the desert, a delusion.

Baw a Cheritable Attitude,

Your attitude is exceedingly importanmt. It will have much o de with your happiness
or unhappiness, It will be 2 major Tzctor in determining the esteem in which

others will hold you. It will either attract others to you or it will drive them
from you. He gets the most omt of life whose sttitude is that of apprecistion
insteed of eritieism. Cultivate the habit of looking for the best instead of the
worste. - "With what measure you mete, it shall be meesured unto you again,?

It is utﬁerly impossible for one to escane the harvest which springs from the seeds

which his own deeds have sown. Make mo mistake. A man reaps just what he sows.
No attitude, no word, and no deed ever dies. The sower shall be the reaper. Yom
reap just what you sow, execept more of i%, '

Choose My Vocation Farly.

You sre interested in whalt you are going to do. Choose your vecetion wisely.

There are ever 9,000 vocations to choose between, You can be more successful in
one than in any cther. Get information about ones in which you are intereghted frem
reading, observation, and interviews. . Then, snslyze yourself without overestimation
or underestination, and choose the voeation for whiech you are best sulted. Choosse
early, carefully, and wisely. Know where you went to go, discover God's plan for
your 1ife, snd then conform to that plan.

Carefully select My Companion.

A happy merried life is the greatest career of the world. Nothing will help you
more than to be married to one who loves you snd is in conformity with your ideals
and work. A mistake here will marr your future hapoviness. The choice of 2 com -
panion is a matter of parsmount importamece. "o you believe in love =t first sight?t
"Tes, but I alese helieve in taking a secord lock." Use discriminatior in your

cholce of making friends. "Puppy love--dogls 1ife,%

1. CQualifications of 2 good husband,

(1) Horal cleanliness

(2) A real man
One vhom men respect and admire,

{3) Capable of providing for a wife.
Iliving on love is all right to joke about, but as a diet for fifty years
is very unsatisfactory. :

{4) A geruine leve for you.

2. (malifications of a good wife.
(1) A lady
{2} Moral cleanliness
{3) Compstability
{#4) Domestic habits
(5) Iove for children
{6} Wot quarrelsome or nsgging,



VII.

VIiIiI.

G

Hobody evér admits nagging, Only human cure is absence (rest im peace,
Freddy, 1111 I come,) |

(7} A burden-sharer,
Culfivate the Art of Making Friends.

Friendship mekes life rich and full, right snd joyous, tender and sweet, Cicero
gaid, "Friendship is the only thing in the world concerning the usefuiness of which
21l mankingé are agreed,® Mrs, Eligzgabeth Barveit Browning ssid te Cherles Kingsley,
"Tell me the seeret of your life that I mey make mine beautiful toc." Fe renlied,
"I have s friend.” Uonstantius, the father of Constantine the Orest, seid, "Many
tressures are my friends,® Every person nseds fsithful friends. 2 wise observer
seid, "a man that hath friends must show himsel! freely.® The expression you wear
on your fsece is more important than'the clothes vou weer on yvour back.” If you
want friends, be complimentery. Iincoln becan a letter, “everybody likes a compli-
ment,” Williem Jemes said, "The deepest nrinciple in humsn nature is the craving
to be sporecizted.” Tt is so much bebter to look for the goed and commend it than
to sesrch for the bad and criticize it.. Will Bogers ssid, "I never met a man vwhom
I could not like.” Mske a1l the friends vou can. You will never have too many.
Make Friends of older veople--they know the mesning of Iife, would like to help
you, will boost you, will glory in your success, snd will beast of yeour achlieve-
nents . '

Do ¥y Best In Every Undertzking.

HNothing goed is gained or retzined by ar essy means. FNothing worth-while is
seccomplished without work. Rdison said, "Genius of 99% perspirationand 1%
insviration." You will suecceed in provortion to your willingness to work. Any
degree of succese is attainable if you are willing to pay the price. If you do
your work better than others, people will find it out and seek your services, There
is alweve room st the top. If you will do vour best, the world will give you an
bonorable and useful plece. There is no wnrecognized talent or unsppreciated
geniug —~= illustration -—- barbey worth a dollar.

Anythine worth doing at all is worth doing well, Glve your very best in the service
of others. The way to be great is to be grest in service. The service you render
will tell the story of your 1life. So live snd gerve that when your life comes to

a close you will leave more than an obitusry notice in the newspaper and an epitaph
on a Gtombstone., Whatever you do, don't ignore the lord Jesus Christ. If you do,
you are doomed to failure. Aecept Him as your Seviour and give Him His rightful
place as the Lord of your life. Only in Christ can you measure up to the Tullness
of your pessibilities. What marvelous possibilities in you, through you, with you,
and for you under the mestery of Christ, ¥ield your will to Him and obey Him, and
you will find that youth will be opportunity, manhood will be achievement, and old
age will be a holy memory. "Give of vour bezt to the Master.®



